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An Ocean
Of Grief
News, Page 5

Great Falls School
Of Art Offers

Spring Classes
News, Page 21

School Like
A Family
Schools, Page 6

School Like
A Family
Schools, Page 6

A sea of hundreds of mourners
gathers for the burial of Farshud

‘Shaun’ Farokhzad, 19, who died in a
car crash on Walker Road March 7.
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THE LEADER IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA REAL ESTATE
LONG & FOSTER

703.759.7777

When Professionalism Counts, Count on Professionals
Quality of Service is what sets Long & Foster apart from the rest. When you are ready for the
best available to handle your next real estate transaction, call on our agents to lead the way.

www.greatfallsvahomes.com

Roger
Applegate,

Manager

Dan Laytham Jan LaythamSheri Daniel Michelina Queri

Congratulations to our “Top Producers for January and February 2010”

Barbara RohdeBeth Dadisman Elizabeth Hajost

Donna Uscinski Julie Lantz

Beth Putman Rowena Wolf Jacquie Kuker

GREAT FALLS
$1,749,000

Just Listed in
Falcon Ridge

Elegant custom built colonial
on 1.72 acres with gorgeous
pool.  Its welcoming, light
filled interior includes a
grand two -story foyer and
living room, huge formal
dining room, library,

gourmet kitchen opening to family room with vaulted ceiling and skylights,
luxurious main level master, fully finished lower level with wet bar, wine cellar,
and guest suite opens to patio and pool.  All this and more!

Call Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

GREAT FALLS
$2,199,000

Only 3 years young, this
exquisite home is sited on
2.27 acres minutes from the
Great Falls Village.
Impeccably designed, it
exceeds expectations in
quality and amenities.
Features include a dramatic
2-story foyer, formal living

and dining rooms, first-floor library and sunny conservatory, great room and
huge kitchen with breakfast room. Upper level includes huge master suite
plus 4 additional ensuite bedrooms. http://www.eileensummers.com.

Call Eileen Summers 703-244-3190

GREAT FALLS
$1,199,000

Mediterranean-Style
Home on Golf Course Lot
This home is sited on
1.93 beautiful acres
backing to River Bend
Golf Course. Features
include a Spanish title

roof, attractive terra cotta floor tiles, arched door-ways, and
expansive living room with fireplace and family room with a wet bar.
Enjoy summer fun in the sparkling pool and spa with pool house.

Call Eileen Summers 703-244-3190.

GREAT FALLS
$995,000

Classic colonial
exudes friendly
charm of country
home on spacious 1-
acre level lot.
Updated kitchen &
baths, natural stone

fpls, pegged wood floors, cozy window seats.  4BRs,
2.55BAs, 2-car gar, 3 fin levels.

Donna Uscinski  703-759-7204

GREAT FALLS
$2,250,000

This extraordinary
custom home on 2 acres
has gone totally “green”
without sacrificing
warmth or charm.
Updated with
meticulous detailing
throughout. Lovely guest

house, heated pool, 6BRs, 8.5BAs. Every amenity imaginable – and
all thoughtfully accomplished without compromise.

Donna Uscinski  703-759-7204

GREAT FALLS
$2,200,000

Beyond spectacular
w/stunning updates!
New MBR closet, new
master bath, freshly
painted kitchen, new
state-of-art

“computer” room, newly plastered & tiled pool with new
heater. 6BRs, 5.5BAs, 3-car gar, 3 fin levels.

Donna Uscinski  703-759-7204

GREAT FALLS
$1,200,000

Country waterfront
retreat of 9.84
acres, including
approximately 7-
acre spring-fed
lake.  Enjoy nature’s

changing scenes from the comfort of climate-controlled
greenhouse.  Two/three BRs, 2.5BAs, 2-car garage.

Call Karen Washburn  703-759-2199

GREAT FALLS
$799,000

Best value and nicest
house, BY FAR, in
Great Falls for under
$800,000!  5BRs, 3.5
Bas, walk out lower
level, Gorgeous

YARD, GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD!

Elizabeth Hajost at 703-851-8477

GREAT FALLS
$1,249,000

Just Listed – A
“Garden Lovers

Dream”
All brick colonial on 1.72
park-like acres. 3 finished
levels feature a main
level master bedroom
suite, formal and

informal dining rooms, granite kitchen with top appliances, family
room with wet bar and formal living room. Beautiful custom
moldings throughout. Lower level with wine cellar, rec room and
guest suite.

Call Eileen Summers 703-244-3190
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“He doesn’t do it for
any kind of
recognition. It’s just
part of who he is.”

— Jill Divine, McLean High
School counselor

News

T
he audience is invited
to step back in time
and visit the wild, Wild

West in Langley High School’s
spring production, “Deadwood
Dick,” or “The Game of Gold,”
by Tom Taggart, based on the
dime novels of Edward L.
Wheeler.

Under the direction of Phyliss
Jaffe, Deadwood Dick is a
rootin’, tootin’, western melo-
drama, about a Robin Hood of
the Black Hills, with heroes, vil-
lains, ladies in distress, saloon
girls, cow hands and miners.
The story takes place in the Old
West of the 1880s and follows
the adventures of the conniving
villain, Back‘n Red, and stalwart
heroes, Ned Harris and Wild Bill
Hickock. Calamity Jane’s Man-
trap Saloon is filled with good
old-fashioned western accoutre-
ments — saloon girls, grizzled
cowboys and outlaws. Comedy,
drama and mayhem ensue, with
lively piano honky-tonk accom-
paniment, bar room brawls and
the obligatory surprise ending.

The Saxon Stage actors are:

Grace Worm, Paul Goldberg,
Erik Pike, Wes Brandt, Emily
Mannon, Janie Yurechko, Tarun
Sharma, Michael Richardson,
Kelly Hubbell, Alex
Lichtenstein, Jordan Moeller,
Kate DaRocha, Tess Higgins,
Nicole Kang, David Parker,
Becca Allen, Gretchen Burke,
Caroline Callahan, Jenna Dean,
Lauren Fernandez, Taylor
Goodson, Sarah Mendelsohn,
Charline Parisot, Danielle
D’Arcee, Ashley Irvin, Ashley,
Johnson, Shannon Keene, Mor-
gan Ladd, Nick Calandra, Jus-
tin Cecil, Bryan Fernandez,
Takuma Koide, Kevin Nejad,
Brian Patterson, Chris Paul,
Ryan Poyner, Arthur
Richardson, Jack Sullivan, Chris
Tabassi and Tu-An Troung.

Performances are Thursday
through Saturday, March 18-20,
at 7:30 p.m. at Langley High
School, 6520 Georgetown Pike
in McLean.

Tickets can be purchased, in
advance, at saxonstage.com.
Tickets also available at the
door for $10.

Saxon Stage Presents
Spring Production

Black n’ Red Calamity Jane and Ned Harris include
Wes Brandt, Grace Worm and Paul Goldberg.

Performances are Thursday through Saturday, March
18-20, at 7:30 p.m. at Langley High School, 6520
Georgetown Pike in McLean.
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By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

M
cLean Rotarian Michael DeRose said
he wanted to begin the club’s Youth
Service Awards ceremony by recog
nizing Langley High School senior

Jan Gundersen because the single achievement the
student was credited with in the event’s program “in
no way does justice to what he accomplished.”

Gundersen was one of five high school seniors —
two from Langley High School,
two from McLean High School and
one from the Madeira School —
whom the McLean Rotary Club
honored at its annual ceremony
Tuesday afternoon, March 9. Each
winner not only received a certifi-
cate but also got a $400 check,
said DeRose, the club’s vocational
director.

“It’s time to feel terribly inad-
equate about everything you’ve
done in your life after you hear all that these kids
who are 17-years old have already done,” he said, to
club members as they finished their lunches that af-
ternoon.

Gundersen was being recognized for his work on
a soccer camp for 75 children in the impoverished
village of Eldoret, Kenya. What made his accomplish-
ment so impressive, said his guidance counselor,
Susan Murphy, was that Gundersen conceived, de-
veloped and executed the project all on his own.
While preparing to visit a relative in Kenya, he col-

lected donations of money, soccer balls, jerseys and
other items, she said. Upon his arrival, he visited with
local students and got the camp started. “These were
kids that were vulnerable kids, orphaned kids, and
he worked with them,” Murphy said.

She quoted Gundersen as having written that soc-
cer had allowed him to forget his worries and rein-
vigorate himself ever since he was young. He had
brought that passion, she said, along with his “kind,
caring manner” to children who needed it. “I know
that in the future, he’s going to be able to make a
difference out there.”

Gundersen said the principal of the school in
Eldoret had selected hardworking students to par-
ticipate in his camp, creating an incentive for aca-
demic achievement. He said he had also enlisted the
aid of a child psychologist to teach the children about
preventing sexually transmitted diseases, an impor-
tant topic in an area with a high rate of HIV and
AIDS infection.

Langley career center specialist
Betty Schneider said Thomas Dee
had been selected to receive the
Youth Service award not because
he had volunteered with Habitat
for Humanity in Honduras or be-
cause he personally raised more
than $2,000 in last year’s Relay for
Life or because he had claimed
that the experiences had changed
his life. “What impressed me so
much is that he truly did change

his life,” Schneider said, noting that Dee was subse-
quently working to found the first-ever high school
chapter of Students Helping Honduras and had set a
fund-raising goal of $5,000 for this year’s Relay for
Life. He also works at Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore
in Alexandria.

“He’s following a passion through his actions and
his deeds,” she said, noting that, as a high-perform-
ing student and an athlete, Dee was not exactly vol

Michael DeRose, left, and McLean Rotary Club President Paul Frank, right, pose with
this year’s Youth service award winners, Madeline Parks, Jan Gundersen, Thomas Dee,
Young Joon Cho and Abigail Dean.
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Rotary Club honors
McLean, Great Falls
students for embodying
‘service above self.’

Teens Set Example for Rotary

See Rotary,  Page 19
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www.CravensNursery.com

Pansies
Regularly

$1.89

Now

.97¢

Japanese
Maples

50%
Discount
on 2009

Trees & Shrubs

Patios
Walls

Walkways
Paver

Driveways

& So Much
More

FREE
Landscape

&
Hardscape
Estimates

Encore
Azaleas

$24.95

3
Gallon

Stone Masons
& Bricklayers

on Staff

No
Sub-Contracting

We’re proud of
their craftsmanship

Talavera Pots,
Animals, Suns

Great
Selection

Bulk Mulch

Playground Chips

Organic Compost

$24.99 cu. yd.

$2.89
3 cu. ft.

Shredded
Hardwood Mulch

Topsoil
40 lb. $1.89

Below Prices in
Cancun, Mexico

Landscape Design
Services Available

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495
on Rt. 50.

1 mile from I-66
(Vienna Metro)

703-573-5025

Open 8-7, 7 days a week

60-75%
OFF
Pots
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News

See Assembly,  Page 10

See Farokhzad,  Page 15

T
he Virginia General Assembly concluded most of its 2010
legislative session March 14.

The following is a sample of bills that members of the
Virginia General Assembly considered this year and information
about how your local state senator and delegate voted on par-
ticular bills.

Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) still has an opportunity to veto any
bill that General Assembly has passed over the next couple of
weeks. Legislation that McDonnell vetoes would then require two-
thirds of the votes in both branches of the General Assembly in a
one-day session held April 21 in order to become law.

More information about each bill can be found on the General
Assembly’s Web site at http://leg1.state.va.us.

Concealed Guns Allowed In Bars
The Virginia General Assembly has voted in favor of allowing

people to carry a concealed gun into a bar or restaurant as long
they have an appropriate permit and do not consume alcohol.
Current Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) has indicated he will sign the
bill into law.

Sen. Chap Petersen (D-35) and Del. Mark Keam (D-34), who
represent Vienna and Oakton, as well as Del. Barbara Comstock
(R-34), who represents McLean and Great Falls, voted in favor of
the legislation.

McLean and Great Falls Sen. Janet Howell (D-34) and McLean
Del. Jim Scott (D-53) voted against the bill.

House Kills Several Bills To Ease
Absentee Voting

About a half dozen bills aimed at relaxing the standards for
early voting died in Virginia House of Delegates’ subcommittees
that review election law.

Virginia only allows residents to vote by mail or in person early
if their circumstances – including having a disability or being out
of town on election days – warrant a need to vote at a time other
than when the polls are open.

Some would like Virginia to establish “no excuse” absentee vot-
ing, where residents would not have to provide a reason for vot-
ing before Election Day.

Law To Shield Gay Workers,
Pregnant Women Fails

A House of Delegates subcommittee killed legislation that would
have expanded the list of reasons people could not be discrimi-
nated against to include sexual orientation, pregnancy, medical
conditions related to childbirth and pregnancy or status as a vet-
eran. No Northern Virginia legislator was on the subcommittee
that voted the bill down.

Currently, the law specifically says employers cannot discrimi-
nate because of race, color, political affiliation, age, disability,
national origin or sex.

Money From HOT Lanes Tickets
Will Go To Private Company

The private company that will own and operate the High Occu-
pancy Toll [HOT] lanes being built from Springfield to Tysons
Corner on the Capital Beltway will profit from those using the
roadways both lawfully and unlawfully.

Transurban Group will not only collect revenue from people pay-
ing to ride in HOT lanes but also those who try to skip out on the
fee and get caught. The Australian company will get to keep any of
the money collected from traffic violations associated with the tolls.

General Assembly
Wrap Up

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

B
ita Ghassemi told the
hundreds of friends and
family that packed the
National Funeral Home

in Falls Church on Thursday,
March 11 that Farshud “Shaun”
Farokhzad would not want them
to be sad that day. “All of us know
he was such a happy boy — man,”
she said, correcting herself. In that
spirit, she shared some cheerful
memories of her cousin, like the
time he got her sent to the Lan-
gley High School office after she
pushed him against the lockers.

When a teacher came along and
chastised Ghassemi for pushing
around a freshman, albeit one
twice her size, Farokhzad stoked
the situation, hollering in pain and
saying he needed to see the nurse.
“He screamed like a girl,”
Ghassemi said, adding that her
cousin had succeeded that day in
getting her — “the goody” — in
trouble.

About six years later, on the
morning of Sunday, March 7, just
before 4:30 a.m., Farokhzad, 19,
was riding shotgun as Ghassemi’s
brother, Babak, known as Bobby,
an 18-year-old senior at Langley
High School, drove a Toyota Si-
enna down Walker Road, less than
a quarter-mile from the younger
cousin’s home. According to police
reports, the car ran off the road to
the right, overcorrected, ran off
the left of the road and struck a

tree. Police think speed may have
been a factor in the accident.
Shaun Farokhzad was pronounced
dead at the scene, and Bobby
Ghassemi, as of press time, re-
mains in Fairfax Inova Hospital in
a coma.

AT A PRAYER SERVICE on Sun-
day, though, Bita Ghassemi said
her brother’s condition had stabi-
lized, and he was expected to re-
cover.

She told the crowd at the funeral
Thursday that she and her cous-
ins, especially the females, had
regarded Farokhzad as their “Su-
perman,” the superhero whom he
had constantly invoked and whose
emblem he had worn on his box-
ers. Now, she and her cousins all
sported black T-shirts bearing the
Superman logo in his memory.

He had been protective of the
women in his family, to the point
that if a boy handed her a program
while they were at a conference
together, Farokhzad didn’t like that
boy, wanted to know who he was
and warned her not to be seen
with him again. She was the
youngest girl in the family, she
said, “But it didn’t matter if we
were 10 years older than him, he

would protect you like you had no
brother and no father.”

On a two-week trip to Costa
Rica, she said, “He literally became
our mule, our human mule.” She
remembered him chopping wood
and carrying it up the mountain,
along with his own pack, which
was primarily full of Chef
Boyardee and other food, with just
two or three pairs of clothes. He
had later carried her down after
she was bitten by a spider.

“And let’s not forget how he fell
in love — every night,” she said,
reciting a typical conversation:
“I’m in love.”

“Who is she?”
“I don’t know. But she’s so beau-

tiful.”
“He was a big, buff, suave boy,”

she said. “But he was a teddy bear.
A teddy bear who screamed like a
girl.”

Friends and family packed the
chamber where Bita Ghassemi
spoke, overflowing into the hall-
way, and her voice was piped into
sitting rooms filled with guests
during the Baha’i funeral service.
Farokhzad graduated from Lan-
gley High School in 2008, and his
mother, Nahid Ghassemi, owns Avi
Day Spa in Great Falls.

Farokhzad’s half-brother, Farzin
Yazdani, said his little brother’s
given name meant “joyful” and
that he had lived up to it. “He gave
of himself in a very rare way, with-
out reservation and without hesi

Flowers adorn a picture of Shaun Farokhzad during the young Great Falls resident’s
funeral.

Mourning for ‘Superman’
After fatal crash, friends, family recall Shaun
Farokhzad, pray for Bobby Ghassemi’s recovery.
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“And let’s not forget
how he fell in love
— every night.”

— Bita Ghassemi
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Schools

See School Notes,

Page 7

By Kristine Nash

G
rateful. That is the word Kathy Quigley,
assistant principal at Forestville Elemen
tary School, uses over and over again in
conversation. Her daughter, 3, has

battled JPA (Juvenile Pilocytic Astrocytoma) a can-
cerous brain tumor.

Just over a year ago, Kathy Quigley’s daughter
Molly had surgery. Molly had started complaining of
headaches and went to have an MRI on Jan. 29 at
Inova Fairfax Hospital. By then, the family knew that
something was wrong. Molly was waking up in the
middle of the night with terrible headaches and was
inconsolable. The MRI revealed that Molly had a tu-
mor in her cerebellum, which was restricting the flow
of spinal fluid. Molly was immediately assigned an
oncology team and the next day Molly had brain
surgery. Six hours later, doctors removed a tumor
the size of a golf ball. Although the surgery was suc-
cessful, it will be 10 years before Molly is considered
cancer free. She is tested quarterly, but she is doing
well.

Molly proved to be a resilient little girl. She had
brain surgery on Friday. On Sunday, she was up walk-

ing around. On Monday, the family met with an oc-
cupational therapist to ensure she didn’t have any
balance issues, which is a common side effect. Later
that day, she was released from the hospital.

“The support from the Forestville staff and fami-
lies was unbelievable,” said Kathy Quigley. “I was
really in no shape to ask for help and very reluctant
to do so. Christine Cintron started Forestville Cares.
They brought meals to my family for many weeks,
even once I was back at work. I was so shocked by
the outpouring, as was my husband and our parents.
The caring and generosity were so appreciated.
Forestville feels like a family to me.”

Inova Fairfax Hospital also made sure the Quigleys
had a positive experience. The hospital has a Child
Life Program that helps to ease anxiety and stress
for children while in or visiting the hospital. Child
Life specialists help with distraction and support
during medical procedures and they also focus on
medical and therapeutic play. They provided Molly
with a set of watercolor paints. It helped her to sit
up and focus. “These types of programs make an
enormous difference to your experience,” said Kathy
Quigley. “This also brought new insight for me in
how I will respond to people in need. They may be
going through the most difficult moment of their life,
not in a place where they may be able to ask for
help. I’ve learned, a relatively simple gesture can
make a tremendous difference. We’re so grateful for
all the blessings we have. This type of experience
puts everything in perspective. When something goes
wrong, I say to myself, ‘Well it’s not a brain tumor.’”

School Like a Family
Forestville Elementary
Community rallies to help
a little girl fight cancer.

Molly Quigly,
3, has battled
a cancerous
brain tumor.

First graders in the Japanese
Immersion Program at Great
Falls Elementary School cel-
ebrated Girls’ Day (also known
as Dolls’ Day) with volunteers
from the Washington Tokyo
Women’s Club on March 5.

The Washington Tokyo
Women’s volunteers brought a set

of dolls to display and some typi-
cal food for the Girls Day (Dolls’
Day) called Hinamatsuri. The chil-
dren had Rice Crispy treats and
made the Emperor and the Em-
press with Origami to display. The
children also took some pictures
with the face cut out boards of the
Emperor and Empress.

Great Falls Elementary
Celebrates Girls’ Day

Photo by Harold Bonacquist

Langley High Senior
Receives Scholarship Grant

Kate DaRocha, a senior at Langley High School, receives a scholarship grant from
Ken Perkowski, president of the Vienna Theatre Company. The Board of Directors
for the VTC honored DaRocha for her work in their recent production of ‘Colder
Than Here,’ in which she played Jenna. DaRocha is planning to study acting in
college. The scholarship was made possible by a grant from the Vienna Light Op-
era Company, which recently disbanded and awarded some of their remaining
assets to the VTC. The company is celebrating its 35th season this year and will be
presenting a ‘Revue of Rodgers and Hammerstein’ music opening April 23.

Send School Notes to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline
is Friday.

Langley High School and
Saxon Stage presents “Deadwood
Dick or The Game of Gold,” on
March 18, 19 and 20, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the Langley High School Audito-
rium. The play by Tom Taggart is
based on the dime novels of Edward
L. Wheeler, and features a blood and
thunder melodrama with long lost
daughters, stolen gold mines, kid-
napped heroines and hairbreadth
escapes, saloon girls, cowhands and
other outlaws.

The Marshall High School is
hosting “Hope Haiti: We are the

World,” a Variety show that will provide
funds to aid the efforts in Haiti, on
Thursday, March 18. Dinner is at 6 p.m.
and performances start at 7:30 p.m. The
Marshall High clubs organizing the
event include International Club, Na-
tional Honor Society, and the IB Student
Advisory Board.

Participants in the Hub
Theatre’s spring break camp,
March 29-April 3, for ages 7-12, will
rehearse “A Thousand Cranes,” by youth
theatre author Katherine Schultz Miller,
and perform with the cast of profes-
sional actors. 703-674-3177 for more
information.

The following Great Falls residents
have been named to the fall 2009 dean’s

list at Virginia Tech at Blacksburg:
Rebeka L. Badila, Charles J.
Baker, Kevin J. Barbera, Brian
T. Benjamin, Julia A. Benjamin,
Holly H. Berkley, William M.
Buenzle, Brett J. Burnette,
Michael P. Bylund, Nicholas M.
Cafferky, Emily J. Canis, Paul
B. Caron, Victoria R. Cheshire,
Arjun H. Chopra, Elizabeth A.
Davis, Kenley A. Eaglestone and
Farrah M. Goal.

The following Great Falls residents
have been named to the fall 2009
dean’s list at Virginia Tech at

School Notes
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Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Schools

Blacksburg: Lily E. Goodson,
Stephanie A. Hintz, Johanna L.
Hsu, Emily Y. Khan, Kohl K.
Kianpour, Erik J. Kiffe, Skye W.
Lu, Thomas C. Montague, Mat-
thew S. Ning, Caitlin E. Perna,
Michael V. Rapp, Mitchell K.
Ruloff, Lawrence K. Satterfield,
Walter S. Scheib, Raumi N.
Sidki, Tara Talaie and Andrew
W. Watson.

Adrienne Marie De Santis of
Great Falls was named to the fall 2009
dean’s list at Miami University of Ox-
ford, Ohio.

The following Great Falls residents
received degrees from Virginia Tech in
Blacksburg at the Dec. 2009 graduation:
Kevin Barbera, bachelor of science in
business magna cum laude in finance;
Nathan Carlos, bachelor of science in
aerospace engineering; Young Cho,

From Page 6

School Notes

O
n Feb. 25, Great Falls Elementary School
hosted its second Scripps National Spell
ing Bee. Children from the fourth through

sixth grades were invited to compete in classroom
spelling bees, the first and second place winners from
each classroom then qualified for the school-wide
spelling bee competition.

The outstanding participants included Jessica York,
Sophia Divone, Thompson Brownlee, Shayan
Sanjideh, Chris Obolensky, Michael Casey, Mason
Matay, Seena Kooshki, Melody Stone, Samantha
Masino, Brady Richardson, Erin Murray, Will
Broeckaert, Tasmia Haq, David Song, Peter Bui,

Fionntan Thinnes, Abby Jackson, Regan Herberg,
McKenna Day, Caroline Bryan, Jack O’Donnell,
Caroline Wildman and Srujan Koneru.

Each student stood in front of the large audience
and one by one spelled challenging words such as
centipede, applause, casserole, scholarship and om-
niscient! After an hour and a half of nail biting com-
petition there were only two contestants left stand-
ing, Abby Jackson and Erin Murray.

The girls rallied back and forth for first place but,
once again, reigning champion, Abby Jackson took
home the gold, winning top place in the second Great
Falls Elementary School Spelling Bee. Abby, the
school wide winner in 2008, successfully spelled the
word “parable” to defeat her classmate and end the
competition.

Abby Jackson advanced to the Fairfax County Spell-
ing Bee.

Abby Jackson wins at
Great Falls Elementary.

Spelling Bee Champion

From left, fifth grader Erin Murray and spelling bee
winner Abby Jackson.

All of the Great Falls Elementary’s Scripps Spelling Bee
contestants.

bachelor of science in business in ac-
counting and information systems;
Amelia Davis, bachelor of science
in engineering science and mechan-
ics; Shaoyen Jeng, bachelor of
science in business in management;
Jesse Nelson, bachelor of science
in civil engineering; Ryan
Nikkhoo, bachelor of arts magna
cum laude in political science; and
Diane Wong, bachelor of science in
business in management.

Work in your community.
Build a professional career
as a sales and marketing
consultant helping local
businesses plan, design and
execute advertising and
marketing campaigns.

Flexible hours. Full or part
time. Salary and commission.

Old Town Alexandria-based
company. Free parking.

Respond to sales@
connectionnewspapers.com

The Perfect Job
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Opinion

T
he Virginia General Assembly has
adjourned.

If for some reason your
attention lapsed between the cam-

paign for Governor (Gov. Bob McDonnell took
office just two months ago) and now, you might
expect a transportation plan as one of the out-
comes of this assembly session.

Here is the transportation relief pro-
posed and passed and likely to be
signed: the maximum speed limit on
some roads will increase to 70 miles-per-hour.

This seems like it might violate equal pro-
tection standards, since there are very few
hours of the day on any Northern Virginia’s
roads that getting above 55 is possible. Heck,
most of us are really happy if traffic on the
Beltway or 66 or 95 or Toll Road moves along
at 30 mph without frequent stops.

So in other parts of the state not dominated
by congestion, vehicles will be moving faster.

In Northern Virginia, there will be even less
money for even fewer efforts at relieving con-
gestion.

The governor’s commitment to fixing trans-
portation, the center of his campaign that
boosted him to an election victory even in
Fairfax County (not Arlington or Alexandria)
turned out to be far weaker than his commit-
ment to eschew any new forms of revenue that
might be needed to pay for such a fix.

Seriously, the Governor made no
major proposal to the General Assem-
bly on transportation.

Many, many people will face hard-
ships that the rest of us can barely imagine
because of the greatly pared down budget just
passed in the General Assembly, especially
people with disabilities of all kinds, working
poor families, people who need mental health
care, people who are struggling with addic-
tions, families who can’t afford health insur-
ance whose incomes are just enough to keep
them from getting assistance, etc.

Localities will press to raise property taxes
so they can buffer some of the cuts to educa-
tion, health care and the safety net passed
along from the state.

Parents and students and teachers will
feel the pain as school districts struggle
to adjust priorities in ways that won’t sit
well.

And everyone who needs to get anywhere
will sit in traffic, wait longer for buses, pay
more for rides on public transportation of all
kinds.

But don’t forget that if you are lucky enough
to drive through some of rural Virginia on an
interstate, you’ll probably get to go 70 miles-
per-hour. That should compensate for some of
the pain.

Find Us on Facebook
It’s a work in progress, but the Connec-

tion and sister papers Centre View, Alexan-
dria Gazette Packet and Mount Vernon Ga-
zette are now on Facebook. Please become
a fan.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

The Transportation Fix
No help on congestion just a small part of spreading pain from budget.

Editorial

By Barbara Comstock

State Del (R-34)

I
 want to share a letter
that I recently coordi
nated with a majority of

members of the Virginia
House of Delegates (56). It
was sent to our Virginia Con-
gressional delegation and
details our opposition to the
national health care bill and how
it would harm our state budget.
This bill is expected to be voted
on in Congress later this week.

Dear Virginia Congressional Del-
egation:

We write to let you know of our
views on the health care bill pend-
ing before Congress. We join the
American people in opposing this
latest trillion dollar health care
proposal on policy grounds as well
as the procedural approach being
considered.

This bill, with its 10 years of tax
increases (approximately half a
trillion dollars) and 10 years of
Medicare cuts (another half a tril-
lion dollars) only pays for six years
of spending! The Senate Budget
Committee chairman, Kent
Conrad, said that this is a Ponzi
scheme that would make Bernie
Madoff proud. Madoff financing
schemes certainly are not the Vir-
ginia way. The real cost of the bill
— which is estimated at $2.3 tril-
lion — is simply unsustainable for

implement if this health care bill
were to be passed and place new
job killing taxes on our families
and businesses at just the wrong
time.

Medicare, right now, has a $38
trillion unfunded liability. Nation-
ally, Medicaid is growing at 21
percent each year, suffocating
states’ budgets and adding trillions
in obligations that we have no
possible way to pay for — particu-
larly with the job killing taxes on
families and small businesses also
embedded in the bill.

There are bipartisan ideas that
could form the basis of the kind of
step-by-step reform Americans re-
ally want and reforms that we in
the states could add to and build
upon to expand access while get-
ting overall costs under control.

Virginians don’t want a one-
party bill forced through an ille-
gitimate process with backroom
deals. Our fellow Virginians are
already appalled about “the
Cornhusker Kickback” and “the
Louisiana Purchase.” But using the
reconciliation process now to jam
this health care plan through
would be the worst outrage of all.
Using reconciliation to fundamen-
tally change the health care of ev-
ery American and one-sixth of the
economy would be one of the big-
gest power grabs in legislative his-
tory.

In the past, bills that impact
huge numbers of our citizens and

National Health Care Bill Threatens State Budget
strapped state bud-
gets, families, and
businesses. We can
do far better for
much less. That is
why we are writing
to urge that this
plan be scrapped
entirely in favor of
a truly bipartisan
approach that ad-

dresses the problems step by step.
Over the past year, the Ameri-

can people and our fellow Virgin-
ians have spoken loud and clear.
They want us to start over and
work on a plan that lowers the cost
of health care without expanding
the role of government, and with-
out raising taxes or cutting Medi-
care. Virginians do not want us to
foist the increased costs on our
state budget with unfunded man-
dates and in turn overwhelm
states with skyrocketing Medicaid
costs that will crowd out any fu-
ture spending for K-12 education,
higher education, roads and
bridges, and other state priority
needs.

We fear that many in Washing-
ton are not listening to our citi-
zens, our state legislators or our
Governor. We are in the process of
completing very difficult state bud-
get negotiations in Virginia. We
have had to cut over $4 billion to
balance our budget. But these cuts
would pale in comparison to the
kind of cuts we would have to

one-sixth of our economy have
been passed by working together
and gaining majorities on areas we
can agree on. Medicare and Med-
icaid were created with the sup-
port of about half the members of
the minority party. The Voting
Rights Act passed with 30 Repub-
lican and 47 Democrat votes. Only
six senators voted against the So-
cial Security Act. Only eight voted
against No Child Left Behind or the
Americans with Disabilities Act.
Only 12 members voted against
the Welfare Reform Act. (And we
would note that the Welfare Re-
form Act came after many states
provided excellent experiments
and demonstrations of how to re-
form our welfare system. And the
national Welfare Reform Act was
not a one size fits all bill, such as
this health care bill, but instead it
continued to allow for creative
state initiatives.)

The choice for the Virginia del-
egation is clear. Vote with Virgin-
ians against this bill.

You can also view this letter
online at http://
www.delegatecomstock.com/
blog/read.aspx?id=108

Write
Letters to the Editor
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FRIDAY/MARCH 19
Vienna Tysons Regional Chamber

of Commerce Brown Bag
University. 12 p.m. at Fairfax
County Economic Development
Authority, 8300 Boone Blvd., Suite
450, Vienna. Mark Cohen on ‘The
Importance of Coordinating Estate
Planning with Financial Planning.’
www.vtrcc.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 20
Marshall High School Boosters

Club Mulch Sale, Saturday-
Sunday, at 7731 Leesburg Pike,

Falls Church. To pre-order or for
free home delivery, fill out the
order form at
www.gcmhsboosters.org, or stop by
and purchase mulch at $4.50 a bag.
Contact Sandy MacDonnell at
www.gcmhsboosters.org.

Reston-Herndon AAUW Annual
Luncheon and Business
Meeting. 11:30 a.m. at Café
Montmartre by Lake Anne.
Kimberly Bohince, an AAUW Fellow
currently studying at George Mason
University, will speak of her Peace
Corps experiences working with
women leaders and HIV-positive
women in sub-Saharan Africa. Open

to the public. $16. Reserve at 703-
759-5543.

MONDAY/MARCH 22
McLean & Great Falls Celebrate

Virginia. 5:30 p.m. at the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. The organization is
currently planning the McLean
Centennial Celebration for June 26,
and is seeking photographs, toys,
clothing and other memorabilia
circa 1910 for display purposes. To
lend items, contact Page Shelp at
703-450-3918. Carole Herrick, 703-
356-8223.

Bulletin Board

To have community events listed in the Connection, send to greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.
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Save Your Library!
Proposed Cuts to Fairfax County Public Library will:
• Close all the libraries two mornings and two evenings a week
• Eliminate weekend telephone and reference service and library programs
• Slash information assistance and computer/Wi-Fi access for students, job seekers,
   ESL patrons and others
• Eliminate outreach services for the disabled, homebound and senior center residents
• Reduce services for children and teens
• Cut the library budget by nearly 1/3 over two years
• Make per resident library spending for Fairfax County the lowest in the DC Metro area

Friends of Fairfax County Public Libraries

Residents of Fairfax City contact the Mayor and City Council mayor&council@fairfaxva.gov

Help Save Library Services
Sign our petition at http://tiny.cc/fcpl

Contact the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
• Chairman, At-Large — Sharon Bulova 703-324-2321 chairman@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Braddock — John C. Cook 703-425-9300 braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Dranesville — John W. Foust 703-356-0551 dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Hunter Mill — Catherine M. Hudgins 703-478-0283 hntrmill@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Lee — Jeff C. McKay 703-971-6262 leedist@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Mason — Penelope A. Gross, Vice Chairman 703-256-7717 mason@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Mount Vernon — Gerald W. Hyland 703-780-7518 mtvernon@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Providence — Linda Q. Smyth 703-560-6946 provdist@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Springfield — Pat Herrity 703-451-8873 springfield@fairfaxcounty.gov
• Sully — Michael R. Frey 703-814-7100 sully@fairfaxcounty.gov

From Page 5

Assembly Wrap Up

Arlington County Del. Adam
Ebbin (D-39) introduced legisla-
tion this year that would have al-
tered this arrangement, sending
all money collected from HOT lane
violations to the state coffers in-
stead of Transurban. But the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates’ transpor-
tation committee voted to kill the
legislation.

McLean and Great Falls Del. Bar-
bara Comstock (R-34), as a mem-

Every Northern Virginia legisla-
tor voted to pass a bill that allows
the Virginia Board of Education to
grant waivers for an earlier school
year start if the school district’s
students have missed eight days of
school in one year due to inclem-
ent weather at any time during the
past decade.

This year all Northern Virginia
school districts missed approxi-
mately 15 days of school due to
snowfall, meaning they would all
qualify for a waiver should the

fought the similar bill in the past,
saying that Labor Day weekend
business for the industry would
drop off if school started earlier.

Assembly
Approves New
Specialty License
Plates

The Virginia General Assembly
voted to approve six new specialty
license plates, including one bear-
ing a “TRUST WOMEN/RESPECT
CHOICE” slogan whose proceeds
would go to Virginia’s local chap-
ter of Planned Parenthood, which
provides family planning services
including abortions.

The other license plates include
a “Virginia Kids Eat Free” license
plate that supports a state fund pro-
viding food to children from local
income families; a plate honoring
the “Professor Garfield Foundation”
connected with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education; a “Buy Local”
license plate that supports the Re-
tail Alliance Foundation in Virginia;
a plate support the Virginia Recy-
cling Association and a plate for
fans of the Washington Capitals
professional ice hockey team,
which benefits the team charities.

McLean and Great Falls Sen.
Janet Howell (D-32) proposed the
pro-choice plate, partially in re-
sponse to the passing of anti-abor-
tion license plate last year that
benefits pregnancy crisis organiza-
tions that don’t offer information
about abortion.

Vienna and Oakton Del. Mark
Keam (D-35), McLean and Great
Falls Del. Barbara Comstock (R-
34) and McLean Del. Jim Scott (D-
53) also voted for the new license
plates.

Internet Sales
Tax Failed

A Virginia House of Delegates
subcommittee voted down a bill
that would have applied the
commonwealth’s sales tax to
internet businesses which have
$10,000 worth of transactions or
more in the commonwealth.

The Senate voted in favor of the
legislation by a 28 to 12 margin,
with McLean and Great Falls Sen.
Janet Howell (D-32) supporting the
bill and Vienna Sen. Chap Petersen
(D-34) voting against the sales tax
expansion.

The delegate subcommittee used
a “voice vote” to kill the legislation
s so there is no official record of who
did or did not support the legisla-
tion, though Vienna Del. Mark
Keam (D-35) is a  subcommittee
member.

ber of the transportation commit-
tee, voted against Ebbin’s pro-
posal.

Schools Could
Start Before
Labor Day

The Fairfax County School
Board will now have a good
chance of being able to start the
school year prior to Labor Day.

state education board grant them.
Several local school districts

have been lobbying for such an ex-
ception for years, saying students
are put at a disadvantage for Ad-
vanced Placement and Interna-
tional Baccalaureate exams –
which take place on same days
nationwide – because Virginia
schools start weeks later than
those in other states.

The Virginia tourism industry –
including theme parks like Kings
Dominion – has successfully
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Schools

By Jenna Pugrant

The Connection

A
t the end of the last class of the
day on Wednesday, March 10, a
voice came on over the PA sys
tem at Longfellow Middle

School: “Students, please report to Gym 1
for the Hair Shaving Assembly.” The gym
grew more crowded as seventh and eighth
graders trickled in to see their physical edu-
cation teacher Paul O’Connor and civics
teacher Adam Cheney sitting on a bench in
the middle of the gym next to two electric
shavers. The assembly was to honor the stu-
dents in the attendance for helping
Longfellow Middle School raise nearly
$6,000 for Haiti relief and allowed them to
enjoy the benefits of their hard work — to
see their teachers have their had shaved by
their fellow classmates.

In an effort to provide incentive for the
students of Longfellow to raise money for
Haiti, six teachers agreed to have their hair
shaved off if the students raised $8,000 for
Haiti. “A lot of kids were writing in to their
principal suggesting ideas and asking what
they could do to help with the Haiti crisis,”
said Meredith Bullard, an English teacher
and Student Council faculty facilitator who
helped organize the event. “Mr. O’Conner,
a health and physical education instructor,
suggested that teachers provide incentive
for students to raise money by having a

team of teachers offer their hair to the
cause.”

Students could pay $5 for a raffle ticket
that would enter his or her name in a draw-
ing and if their name was chosen, that stu-
dent would have the opportunity to shave
one of their teacher’s heads. Six teachers,
including two women, originally signed up
to have their heads shaved if the students
reached their goal, but due to the break in
school from the February snowstorms, the
students raised just under $6,000. Two
teachers, however, continued to stay com-
mitted to the cause despite the gap between
the money raised and the school’s original
goal and one teacher, the journalism instruc-
tor Andrea Duggan, cut her previously long
hair short to honor the student’s efforts.
Eighth graders Trevor Scanlon and Michael
Sander were the students selected from the
raffle to shave O’Connor and Cheney’s heads.

“This was a good way to get us involved,”
said seventh grader Carly Richardson. “It
makes the fund raising more directly rel-
evant to the students here and encourage
us to raise money for a cause that really
needs it.”

After the head shaving assembly, Cheney
said, “This event provided great incentive
for students of this age group to raise money
for a cause. Despite the fact that I have a
semi-uneven haircut right now, everybody
wins from this situation. The students who
came to watch the event had a good time,
the students who didn’t come to the event
still get to have a good time hearing about
the event, and we raised a ton of money for
a great cause.”

O’Connor, the teacher who came up with
the whole idea and had his head shaved,
said after the event, “The people of Haiti
need our help. Hair grows back. It was the
least I could do.”

 Physical education instructor Paul
O’Connor, seated, and other teach-
ers of Longfellow Middle School
agreed to let students shave their
heads if the students reached their
fund-raising goals. Meredith
Bullard, an English teacher and
Student Council advisor, helped
organize the fund-raiser, and
eighth grader Trevor Scanlon was
selected to shave O’Connor’s head.

Adam Cheney, a civics teacher at
Longfellow Middle School, agreed
to have his head shaved if the
students raised enough money
during their Haiti fund-raiser.
Eighth grader Michael Sander was
chosen to shave Cheney’s head at
the Hair Shaving Assembly on
March 10.
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Going Bald for a Cause
Longfellow Middle
School teachers and
students raise $6,000
for Haiti.



12  ❖  Great Falls Connection  ❖  March 17-23, 2010 Great Falls Connection  ❖  March 17-23, 2010  ❖  13www.ConnectionNewspapers.com www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/MARCH 18
Astronomy, Mathematics and

Timekeeping in Medieval Islam.
7 p.m. at Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. This
lecture is sponsored by the Analemma
Society and features C. Lennart
Berggren, Professor Emeritus at
Simon Fraser University. 703-757-
8560.

The Ataris, Set Phasers To Stun,
The Automatics, Wings Of
Apollo, Cerca Trova and John
Wayne Hero. 6:30 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10
in advance. $15 at the door. 703-255-
1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

Cooper Middle School
International Festival. 6:30-8:30
p.m. at Cooper Middle School, 977
Balls Hill Road, McLean. Families will
present ethnic displays of their
cultures and homelands. Many
families will be in costume, and
students will perform ethnic dances or
music. Free. 703-406-7893.

FRIDAY/MARCH 19
Dear Sara Jane. 7:30 p.m. At The

Soundry, 316 Dominion Road,
Vienna. www.soundry.net

Steve Forbert. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $20. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

The Chuck Shaffer Picture Show,
Earth Note Syndicate, Dreaming
of Eden and Those Passing By.
10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. $10. 703-255-1566
or www.jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/MARCH 20
McLean Orchestra Concert:  A

Season for All. 8 p.m. at Oakcrest
School, 850 Balls Hill Road, McLean.
A 9-year-old prodigy Emma Resmini
performs the Vivaldi Flute Concerto.
Also in the first half of the program
McLean Orchestra Keyboardist Fabian
Faccio performs Vivaldi’s Harpsichord
Concerto and David Langstaff
performs the Vivaldi Alto Recorder
Concerto. After intermission, the
McLean Orchestra will present
Vivaldi’s most famous and treasured
composition, the complete “Four
Seasons”, showcasing McLean
Orchestra Concertmaster, Regino
Madrid. A cake and champagne
reception will follow the concert.  To
order concert tickets visit  http://
www.mclean-orchestra.org/
tickets.htm or call 703-893-8646 to
order tickets by phone.

Dear Sara Jane. 2 p.m. At The
Soundry, 316 Dominion Road,
Vienna. www.soundry.net

Japanese Taiko Drum Ensemble
Tao: The Martial Art of
Drumming. 8 p.m. at the George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. A pre-
performance discussion, free to ticket
holders, begins at 7:15 p.m. on the
Center’s Grand Tier III. $22-$44.
Youth through grade 12 half price
when accompanied by an adult.
Tickets available at 888-945-2468 or
visit cfa.gmu.edu.

Northern Virginia Country Western
Dance Association. At Luther
Jackson Middle School, 3020 Gallows
Road, Falls Church. Beginners Two
Step beginning at 7:30 p.m. open
dancing 8:30-11 p.m. Members $10,
non-members $12. www.nvcwda.org
or 703-860-4941.

Two Coots in a Canoe. 2 p.m. Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. David E. Morine presents
his book about a journey of humor
and self-discovery down the

Connecticut River with an old friend.
703-757-8560.

AKC Canine Good Citizen Test. 9
a.m. at Powhatan Nursing Home,
2100 Powhatan St., Falls Church. $10
per pet/handler, reservations
recommended. Fairfax Pets on
Wheels, www.fpow.org.

Colvin Run Schoolhouse Dance. At
10201 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.
Traditional ballroom, latin and swing
music to The Family, with a Tango
lesson prior to the dance. 8 p.m.
lesson $5, dancing 9-11:30 p.m. $12.
703-795-2003 or www.colvinrun.org.

SUNDAY/MARCH 21
Lecture by local author Chuck

Mauro, ‘A Southern Spy in
Northern Virginia: The Civil
War Album of Laura Ratcliffe.’ 6
p.m. at Panera Bread, 3955 Chain
Bridge Road, Fairfax. Hosted by Frank
Stringfellow Camp #822 Sons of
Confederate Veterans. Open to the
public. $5. 703-250-8705 or
stringfellowbuva@worldnet.att.net.

Community Family Fun Day. 1-4
p.m. at Gesher Jewish Day School,
4700 Mattie Moore Court Fairfax.
Magic show and balloons by Mr.
Twister, moonbounce, make your own
matzah, face painting, used book sale,
Passover fun and nature activities and
crafts. 703-962-9612 or
Dmendelson@gesher-jds.org.

Dear Sara Jane. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. At
The Soundry, 316 Dominion Road,
Vienna. www.soundry.net

Au Pair in America Cultural Fair. 1-
3 p.m. at Ernst Cultural Center Gym,
Northern Virginia Community
College, 8333 Little River Turnpike
Annandale. Au pairs will share their
cultures through visual displays, food
samples, games and performances.
Around the World Scavenger Hunt
with prizes for children. Terry Bellus,
tbaupair@cox.net.

Marshall High School Boosters
Club Mulch Sale. At 7731 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. To pre-order or for
free home delivery, fill out the order
form at www.gcmhsboosters.org, or
stop by and purchase mulch at $4.50
a bag. Contact Sandy MacDonnell at
www.gcmhsboosters.org.

Japanese Taiko Drum Ensemble
Tao: The Martial Art of
Drumming. 4 p.m. at the George
Mason University Center for the Arts,
4400 University Drive, Fairfax. A pre-
performance discussion, free to ticket
holders, begins at 7:15 p.m. on the
Center’s Grand Tier III. $22-$44.
Youth through grade 12 half price
when accompanied by an adult.
Tickets available at 888-945-2468 or
visit cfa.gmu.edu.

Bluegrass Brunch with Dead Men’s
Hollow and Lisa Kay Band. 1:30
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $8. 703-255-1566 or

www.jamminjava.com.
An Evening with Al Petteway and

Amy White. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $20. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

Mill Run Dulcimer Band. 2 p.m. at
the Colvin Run Mill Barn, 10017
Colvin Run Rd., Great Falls. Old time
folk, gospel and string band music.
Donations accepted. 703-759-2771.

Grey Seal Puppets: A Show of
Virtues. 3 p.m. at the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean.

Inspired by the Children’s Book of
Virtures. $14, $10 district residents.
Followed by a workshop at 4:30 p.m.
for age 6 and up. Puppeteer Drew
Allison will demonstrate hand, rod
and shadow puppets. Make a puppet
to take home. 703-790-9223.

Amadeus Harmonie. 4 p.m. at Saint
Francis Episcopal Church, Great Falls.
A woodwind ensemble performing
Mozart’s Serenade in E-flat and
Dvorak’s Serenade for Winds. $25,
age 17 and under free. Meet the
musicians at a reception following the
concert. Tickets available at the event
or online at
www.amadeusconcerts.com.

MONDAY/MARCH 22
Preschool Storytime. 10:30 a.m.

Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Stories, music and
activities. Ages 3-5 with adult. 703-
757-8560.

Open Mic Showcase hosted by Ron
Goad. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $2 cover. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/MARCH 23
 Great Decisions Seminar. 2 p.m.

Patrick Henry Library, 101 Maple Ave.
East, Vienna. Roundtable discussion
of U.S. foreign policy. Adults. 703-
938-0405.

Collective Change: Haiti Benefit
Concert. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-
1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

Fashion Show at Saks to benefit
Alternative House. 10 a.m. at Saks
Fifth Avenue, Tysons Galleria.
Proceeds benefit Alternative House, a
refuge for abused and homeless
children. $10. 703-506-9191 or
Gina_Cocomello@TheAlternativeHouse.org.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 24
Consciousness, Meaning and Your

Calling in Life. 6:30-9 p.m. at the
Old Town Hall, 3999 University
Drive, Fairfax. Presented by George
Mason University’s Center for
Consciousness and Transformation.
Light refreshments included. $20.
Register at http://cct.gmu.edu.

Joan Marie Giampa Opening

Reception: Image Archaeology
Doctoral Exhibition. 5 p.m.
George Mason University Hall Atrium
Gallery, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. 703-349-7178.

Jim Weider’s Project Percolator. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

THURSDAY/MARCH 25
Bicycle Safety Traffic Skills 101. 6-

9 p.m. at at the Vienna Community
Center, 120 Cherry St., S.E., Vienna.
Safety checks, fixing a flat, on-bike
skills, and crash avoidance
techniques. Bring your bike and
helmet to each class. $100 for Town
of Vienna residents, $125 for out-of-
town participants. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

An Evening with Joseph Arthur. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Potomac Rose Society March
Meeting and Rose Growing
Program. 7:30 p.m. at the McLean
Governmental Center, 1437 Balls Hill
Road, McLean. How to prune
rosebushes to maximize spring
growth. Free and open to all. 301-
869-4948.

FRIDAY/MARCH 26
The Hint, Struan Shields and Ever

Since Beginnings. 5:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 in advance, $13 at the
door. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Sarah Borges and the Broken
Singles with Memphis 59. 10
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

George Mason University Dance
Company’s 2010 Gala Concert. 8
p.m. at the GMU Center for the Arts
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. $20 adults, $12 students and
seniors at 888-945-2468 or
cfa.gmu.edu.

Humble Boy. 8 p.m. at 1st Stage, 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons Corner. A
comedy about broken vows and bee-
keeping. $25 adults, $15 students.
703-854-1856 or
www.1stStageTysons.org/humble.

SATURDAY/MARCH 27
 Bicycle Safety Traffic Skills 101. 6-

9 p.m. at at the Vienna Community
Center, 120 Cherry St., S.E., Vienna.
Safety checks, fixing a flat, on-bike
skills, and crash avoidance
techniques. Bring your bike and
helmet to each class. $100 for Town
of Vienna residents, $125 for out-of-
town participants. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Old-Fashioned Easter Egg Roll.
10:30-11:30 am on the grounds of the
Historic Freeman House, 131 Church
St. N.E., Vienna. For age 12 and
under and their parents. Free, bring
your own basket. Visit with the Easter
Bunny and listen to a storyteller. Co-
Sponsored by Historic Vienna, Inc.
and the Town of Vienna Department
of Parks & Recreation. 703-938-5187.

Open Mic Night. 7 p.m. at the Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.,
S.E., Vienna. Free admission, light
refreshments provided. e-mail
csalgado@viennava.gov or
sollom@cox.net.  Six performers are
scheduled for each show. 703-255-
6360.

Gustafer Yellowgold. 10:30 a.m. at
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. Children’s show with music
and moving images. $8. 703-255-
1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

Cary Pierce (Jackopierce). 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $20. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Calendar

A 9-year-old prodigy Emma Resmini performs the Vivaldi
Flute Concerto in the McLean Orchestra Concert, A Season
for All, on Saturday, March 20, 8 p.m. at Oakcrest School,
850 Balls Hill Road, McLean.
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Spiro Souliotis
703-481-8210

Souliotis Insurance Agency Inc.
Herndon
Souliotis@allstate.com

Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

DON’T HOPE SO. KNOW SO.
Call me for a fast, free Good Hands® Coverage
Checkup. I can help you make sure you get the
right coverage at the best possible price. Why
wait? Call me today.

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
has set upper threshold of $1.12 per $100
of assessed property value for the 2010
property tax rate, which would lead to a
tax increase of approximately $100 to the
average county homeowner if adopted.

During the same biweekly meeting March
9, the supervisors also voted to consider a
new vehicle registration license fee of $33.

Eight of the county board members, all
of the Democrats and Republican Michael
Frey (Sully), supported the two actions.
Supervisors Patrick Herrity (R-Springfield)
and John Cook (R-Braddock) voted against
advertising the higher property tax rate or
the new vehicle registration fee.

“In 2000, our average [property] tax bill
was $2,407 and we had a great county then.
By 2007, our tax bills had more than
doubled,” said Herrity.

“We were a great county in 2000 and we
need to give our citizens some relief,” he
said.

FAIRFAX SUPERVISORS are hardly
bound to vote for a property tax rate of
$1.12 or a $33 vehicle fee simply by sup-
porting their public advertisement.

The action only set “the ceiling” for the
local property tax rate and vehicle fee. In
other words, the supervisors are unable to
raise the property tax rate higher than $1.12
when they adopt the 2011 budget April 27.

Fairfax County Executive Anthony Grif-
fin has actually suggested that the supervi-
sors only raise the property tax rate from

$1.04 per $100 of assess value to $1.09 per
$100 of assessed value. If the supervisors
take Griffin’s suggestion, the average county
property tax bill will actually decline by
$48.55.

Even though he recommended a tax
break, Griffin also suggested the supervi-
sors advertise the tax rate at $1.12, leaving
the county board flexiblity to fund most of
the Fairfax County Public Schools budget
proposal if it desired.

The Fairfax County School Board has
asked the county for  $81.9 million in addi-
tional funding for next year, which equates
to an approximately four or five-cent in-
crease in the property tax rate, according
to county figures.

THE COUNTY executive also pushed for
the new vehicle registration fee, one of very
few options for new taxes or revenue the
Fairfax has open to them. Virginia controls
many taxes itself – income, retail sales, ciga-
rettes and alcohol – leaving Fairfax to rely
heavily on local property taxes to balance
the local budget.

 But a new vehicle registration fee for just
one car would almost eat up any tax relief
gained through Griffin’s proposal for the
property rate. Herrity said the vehicle reg-
istration fee also cannot be deducted from
federal tax bills.

“That is still coming from people’s pocket
books,” said Herrity, who is also running for
U.S. Congress in Virginia’s 11th congres-
sional district.

Supervisors Set Ceiling For
Property Tax Rate, Consider Car Tax
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

THANKSGIVING CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, NOV. 20–29
Prices begin at only..............................................................................................................$580
Includes 9-Nights Cruise on Celebrity’s “Mercury” With All Meals & Entertainment

BEIJING TO HONG KONG CRUISE, SEPT. 4–14.......................................................$820
Includes 12-Nights Cruise on RCCL’s “Legend Of the Seas”, 1-Night Hilton Hotel,
Beijing and All Meals & Entertainment Onboard. $25 Shipboard Credit per Stateroom

IRELAND, NOV. 1–9.............................................................................................................$1899
Includes Air from National Airport, 3-Nights International Hotel, Killarney, 3-Nights
Imperial Hotel, Galway 1-Night Cabra Castle Daily Breakfast & Dinner Sightseeing,
Whiskey Tasting, Irish Coffee

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr., Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center
Se Habla Español • statefarm.com

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.

From Page 5

News

See Community,  Page 23

tation,” Yazdani said. “He always
put the needs of strangers before
his own,” he said, adding that
Farokhzad had been “pure of heart
to the point that it took people off-
guard.” He said his brother had
never arrived at his house without
gifts for his children, whom he had
enjoyed playing with.

“The measure of a human being
is how they treat others. He was
the best of us,” Yazdani said.

AFTER THE CEREMONY, Arya
Farahvashi, a friend, remembered
how Farokhzad used to race down
the stairs to greet him whenever
he visited. “He poured out his love
for everyone. He never had any-
thing bad to say about anybody,”
he said. The most important les-
son he would take from his friend’s
death, he said, was “to love other
people like him, be generous like
him and be pure of heart.”

“If you said, let’s go do some-
thing, he was the first person to
say yes,” said Farokhzad’s cousin,
Omid Eghaneyan, adding that his
cousin was also known to be the
one to suggest adventures. “It
would be December and he’d say,
‘Let’s go to the pool,’ and we’d do
it and we’d jump in.”

“He was very respectful and po-
lite,” said Mary Knight, who had
taught Farokhzad in World History
in 10th grade at Langley High
School. “He was always kind of
happy-go-lucky, so he was always
pleasant,” she said, adding that
she had sometimes needed to re-
mind Farokhzad to stay on task.
She said he had struggled a bit in
school but never let it bother him
and regularly came to see her for
help after school. “Even after I had
him, he would see me in the hall
and say hi and chat with me,”
Knight said.

Cathy Kirdasi said she had fully
approved of her son, Jad, hanging
out with Farokhzad. “He always
wanted to succeed and work out
and be strong, which is kind of
cute for a teenager,” she said, re-
membering that when she offered
him breakfast after he stayed at
the house one night, he had de-
clined, saying he had brought his
own fruits. “He always wanted to
be healthy,” she said.

After graduating in 2008,
Farokhzad had enrolled in North-
ern Virginia Community College,
and his uncle, Farzad Ghassemi,
said he had recently been accepted
by the Air Force Academy, where

Farokhzad
Remembered

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org

4057 Chain Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

THIS IS “HARMONY”
D.O.B. Feb. 20, 2008. Jack Russell
mix, spayed female, 17 lbs. Isn’t she
just adorable? Harmony is super
sweet and looking for a warm lap…in
return she will shower you with hugs
and kisses. She’s only 2 years old, 17
pounds, has the cutest coloring and is
young enough to learn new tricks and
old enough to know which ones don’t
work. If you’re looking for a best friend
who will always be there for you,
Harmony is your

perfect match. Attributes: Perfect little lap pal!
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Photo by Nancy Deliso

Geese in Flood at Riverbend Park
This photo was taken on Monday, March 15, from the boat launch area
at Riverbend Park.

 The Claude Moore Colonial Farm Spring
Clean-Up is scheduled for Saturday and
Sunday, March 20-21, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. at The
Claude Moore Colonial Farm, 6310
Georgetown Pike in McLean.

On this 18th century Virginia farm, fields
and trails need to be cleared, fences rebuilt,
and wood moved and stacked. Behind the

scenes, there is greenhouse work, wood
splitting, cleaning animal pens and even
some indoor jobs. Bring work-gloves and
dress for the weather. The Farm will pro-
vide a picnic hot dog lunch. Families and
groups are welcome.

RSVP by March 19th to jengle@1771.org
or 703-442-7557

Colonial Farm Spring Clean-Up

News
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

DECKS DECKS

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Area Sales Leader
Norandex Building Material Distri-
bution is a $700 million unit of 
Saint-Gobain & is one of the largest 
distributors of vinyl siding in the 
U.S. We are looking for an area sales 
leader in the Gainesville, Va region. 
The ASL is resp for selling siding, 
windows, & other exterior building 
products to remodeling & new-home 
contractors.  The selected candidate 
must have 1-3 yrs of direct sales 
exp, preferably in the building prod-
ucts industry.  We offer a generous 
benefit pkg that inclds pd vacation, 
compny vehicle, medical/dental/life 
insurance, 401K (with company 
match), and bonus. To apply, please 
go toWWW.NORANDEX.COM and 
click on the ABOUT US tab and then 
careers.  The reference code for this 
job is BD5865

Ashby Ponds, opened in October, 2008, as part of the Erickson Retirement
Communities, and is a CCRC located in Ashhurn, VA. Ashby Ponds has its own
private duty home care agency to serve the residents of this new and beautiful
retirement community. Residents enjoy home care without the challenges of travel,
weather and safety concerns in a beautiful setting with physicians, social workers
and other professionals on site. This is an excellent opportunity for the
experienced home care professional to use their talent and skills to develop a
home care agency in a unique environment while participating in the growth of
our newest community.

Ashby Ponds is seeking a Home Support Clinical Manager to develop home care
services and ensure that as our residents move in they can anticipate that these
services will be readily available to them. The Clinical Manager will provide the
clinical leadership, business development and administrative oversight, to meet
the home care needs of our residents as our community grows and adds other
health care services. The Clinical Manager must possess the caring and kindness
that is fundamental to the Erickson Communities philosophy of retirement living.
The ideal candidate will be solutions oriented with a commitment to the highest
quality of care and customer service.

In addition to the qualities described above, the successful candidate must have
recent home care supervisory/management experience, knowledgeable in home
care regulations and be a registered nurse in Virginia.

We offer excellent benefits, including medical, dental, life insurance, 403B, tuition
assistance and more.

Qualified applicants should forward their resume with salary requirements to:
aplresume@erickson.com; fax to (571) 291-6091.

To find out more about this fantastic opportunity, visit us at
www.erickson.com/careers

Home Support Clinical Manager

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Learn a Trade at 
Mount Vernon

Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff to work 
as historic interpreters at George  Washing-
ton’s Gristmill, Distillery, Pioneer Farm & 
Blacksmith Shop. Help tell the story of 
George Washington the entrepreneur. Prior 
interpretive experience preferred. Please  con-
tact Steve Bashore, Manager Historic  Trades    

703-799-6805 or by 
e-mail sbashore@mountvernon.org 

An established Section 8 Elderly Property in
Alexandria, VA is seeking a mature, highly
motivated, self-starter to fill the position of
Part-Time Service Coordinator. 
Must have experience working with elderly
and disabled.  Extensive knowledge of
Medicare, Medicaid, Social Services and
SSI a must.  Experience with Fairfax County
Social Services a plus.  Only qualified
applicants need to apply.
Work schedule is 30 hours per week. Salary
based on experience. Equal Opportunity
Employer.Send resume to:

HR@mvhouse.org
No phone calls.

Case Worker/Service Coordinator
Part Time

FT/PT. Temp/Perm. Ideal for
students/others. Sales/Svc, Flex

Schedules. Conditions apply. All ages 18+.
703-359-7600

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS
$17.00 Base-Appt.

The Perfect Job
Work in your community.  

Build a professional career as a 
Sales and Marketing Consultant

helping local businesses plan, 
design and execute advertising 

and marketing campaigns.  
Flexible hours.  Full or part-time.

Salary and commission.
Old Town Alexandria based 

company. Free Parking.  
Respond to: 

sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Be Your Own Boss!!!
Unlimited income potential

marketing a service everyone needs.
Low start-up costs.

703-622-7972

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Tina Foley Home Solutions
For all your home decorating needs

• Curtains & Drapes  • Pillows
• Reupholstering  • Slipcovers
• Duvet Covers  • Roman Shades

 703-740-7218

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Landscape Design Specialist’s
Mowing • Lawn & Garden Care

Shrub Services
Spring & Fall Cleanup • Mulching

Patios & Borders • Maintenance & More
FREE ESTIMATES

703-724-4383
estimates@yourlandscapepartner.com

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Local Brick n’ Stone Mason
Installing:
•Patios •Walkways
•Steps •Chimneys, etc.
•Specializing in repairs.

Local references Free estimates

703-698-1390
Licensed Insured

JEFF L. CADLE

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

RUTHERFORDS POOL SERVICE
Lawn & pool care

$28.- 1/4 acre of less for cutting. 
Opening Pools.
703-439-5020

POOL SERVICE POOL SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

Northern Virginia Tree Experts, Inc. are certified
arborists and consultants specializing in:

• Tree, Shrub, and Stump Removal
• Custom Pruning and Fertilization

• Insect and Disease Control
Call Us Today for a Free Estimate!

703-471-7607
northernvirginiatreeexperts.com

Licensed & Insured • Senior Citizen Discount

Professional Tree Care

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

HERMAN CONTRACTOR
Bathroom Remodeling 

Painting -Int & ext. 
Carpentry work

Electric Plumbing
New Gutter Installation & 

Repair    Refs Avail. 
571-213-4049

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

Yard Work, Trees & Shrubs
Trimmed/Removed!
Mulching, Hauling,
Gutter Cleaning, etc.
Free estimates!
703-385-3338

SPRING
CLEAN-UP

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Spring Clean-up

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING HAULING

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

Now! Complete
Print Editions

Online!
The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

Give me 
where to stand,
and I will move

the earth.
-Archimedes

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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unteering in order to fill his free time.

DEROSE asked Dee to tell the crowd about
a man named José, with whom he had
worked in Honduras. Dee recalled working
shoulder-to-shoulder with people who
earned $1.50 an hour or less. One of them,
a man named José, had asked him if he could
take him back to the United States. “And I
had to say no, and that was pretty power-
ful,” he said. Asked about his 24-hour walk
at the Relay for Life event, Dee said the walk
was fun, “like the party after the game.”

“A 24-hour walk is like a party to him,”
DeRose said.

Madeira School Headmistress Betsy
Griffith said service was a requirement at
her girls’ boarding school in McLean. But,
introducing student Madeline Parks, she
said, “Maddie Parks grew up in a household
where I think service was served in her
milk.” She noted that Parks had done mis-
sionary work through her church group in
two foreign countries and five underserved
areas of the U.S. Griffith said she had hardly
turned off the television after the initial re-
ports of the earthquake in Haiti when she
received an e-mail from Parks saying the
school needed to organize a relief effort.

“I admire her, as a teacher, because she’s
training younger children to do this work,”
Griffith said. Among Parks’ local efforts are
teaching middle school students to take on
service projects, organizing students to
shovel snow from the sidewalks and drive-
ways of elderly neighbors, and working at
an inner-city ministry and an organization
that provides transitional housing. Also,
Griffith said, Parks established a student
position at the school for uniting various
student service efforts.

By keeping charitable initiatives at the
school from competing with each other,
Parks said, “It sort of makes it possible for
the whole school to come behind a single
event.” For as long as she could remember,
she said, her parents had taken her with
them to do charity work like delivering food
to the homeless. “One of our family mottos
is, ‘We are blessed to be a blessing,’” she said.

ASKED about her work in Guatemala and
South Africa, Parks recalled hiking to a re-
mote Guatemalan village to bring school
supplies and play with the children. “It was
interesting how they didn’t even have a
mirror. They didn’t even know what they
looked like,” she said. In South Africa, she
said, she and her group had walked the
streets with a translator, talking to locals
and going to their homes to provide what-
ever help they needed.

McLean High School counselor Jill Divine
said what made student Young Joon Cho stand
out to her was his work with special-educa-
tion students and the fact that he had started
some of those projects himself. Cho founded
the PARTnership organization, which provides
tutoring, mentoring, athletic projects and other

services to students with intellectual disabili-
ties, and he also gives English instructional
assistance and vocational education to students
with intellectual disabilities at his school,
coached two basketball teams for the Special
Olympics, volunteers with the McLean TOP
Soccer program for children with intellectual
disabilities, and spent two summers working
with an elementary school student and a high
school student, both autistic, through the
Buddy Program. Cho also ran therapy sessions
and recreational activities for 12 children with
autism and Downs syndrome through the
county’s Therapeutic Recreation Service.

Divine said Cho had even recruited stu-
dents from outside McLean High School to
work with the school’s students with intel-
lectual disabilities. “He doesn’t do it for any
kind of recognition. It’s just part of who he
is,” she said.

DeRose asked Cho why he had started
working with special-education students his
sophomore year with little previous experi-
ence, and Cho said he’d had plenty of expe-
rience with his autistic younger brother.
When the family moved to the country from
Korea three years ago, he said, it had been
difficult for his brother to adjust, and he had
thought that working with special-education
students would help his brother, he said. Af-
ter two years, he founded PARTnership to get
more general-education students involved.

Cho is also one of three chapter presidents
for the Korean Heritage Foundation, and
DeRose noted that both he and McLean
High School’s other honoree, Abigail Dean,
were listed as presidents of the district Ro-
tary Interact committee. DeRose said the
club hoped to see more of them in the fu-
ture. Cho is president of the committee this
year, and Dean was its president last year.

Divine said the two best words to describe
Dean were “infectious enthusiasm.”

“She has so much joy in her heart for ev-
eryone else,” Divine said, noting that Dean,
too, had founded service groups and car-
ried out her work at the same time that she
excelled in school, dance and music.

Asked about her efforts to raise money
for Haiti following the January earthquakes,
Dean said she and other students had con-
ducted pizza sales and organized demon-
strations of shelter boxes in order to solicit
donations. She is currently organizing a
walk-a-thon to raise more money.

She said the “D” in STAND, the student
anti-genocide coalition she helped to found,
originally stood for “Darfur,” but the group
now raised awareness of violence in the
Congo and elsewhere. Dean said she had
led a relatively sheltered life and had been
left aghast by a unit on genocide early in
her high school days, which taught about
the Holocaust and the slaughter in Rwanda.
“And then, finding out it’s happening now?
Why aren’t we doing something? Why don’t
people know?” she said.

Dean also has done mission work in Ap-
palachia and Alaska and chaired and pro-
duced a school talent show that raised
money for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

Rotary Presents Youth
Service Awards

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
Effective March 29th, cable channel Fox Reality will 
cease to operate and will become Nat Geo Wild. Like 
Fox Reality, Nat Geo Wild will be carried on the same 
channel (219) in the Digital Variety Pak. Nat Geo Wild 
is dedicated to bringing audiences extraordinary stories 
of the natural world and the amazing animals that in-
habit it. Through unique, powerful experiences and un-
paralleled imagery, viewers will get closer to animals 
and nature than ever before.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

117 Adoption

Adoption: A lifetime of end-
less love, laughter, security & 
every opportunity await your 
precious newborn. Expenses 
pd. Private/ Legal. Jen & Greg 

1-877-205-2780

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg
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Registration is ongoing for
spring classes and workshops at
the Great Falls School of Art.

“A number of courses will con-
tinue to build skills over a series
of five to nine weekly sessions,”
said art school director Terri Par-
ent. “In addition, we’ve added
‘stand-alone’ workshops on Satur-
day mornings to focus on a spe-
cific technique or medium, such as
composition or color, or painting
outdoors. Our hope is that this ex-
panded format will make it easier
for students of all ages to make
time for art in their schedules.”

Consistent with this approach,
the school has planned a two-day
plein air workshop to be led by Art
League of Alexandria instructor
and guest artist Sara Linda Poly.
“Rivers, Waters, Woodlands,” will
meet April 16 and 17 at River Bend
Park and will focus on subject mat-
ter selection, value, light patterns,
composition, color, paint applica-
tion and atmospheric perspective.
Students may be beginners to ad-
vanced in plein air painting. Class
size is limited to the first 20 regis-
trants.

For those who prefer evening
hours, artisan jeweler and teacher
JJ Singh will discuss her design
process and current collections
during a special Thursday evening
class in April. Also in April, the art
school will launch ArtPartners, a
series of free Wednesday evening
networking meetings for art en-
thusiasts, students, teachers and
collectors.

“We’ve not only expanded our
format, we’ve expanded our fo-
cus,” Parent said. In addition to oil
painting, drawing and watercolor,
instruction will be offered in jew-
elry making from metal clay,
flower arranging, color mixing,
photography and cartooning. Also
new for spring, the portraits of
John Singer Sargent will be the
subject of the first in a series of
courses that will combine painting
and art history to explore the lives
and techniques of the masters.

For a complete spring course
bulletin, teacher profiles and reg-
istration information, visit
www.greatfallsfoundationforarts.org.

Great Falls School of Art is lo-
cated at 1144-D Walker Road.

Great Falls School of Art
Offers Spring Classes

Young artists in action at the Great Falls School of Art.
Pictured, from left, are Natalie Volpicelli, Nicole Hottle
and Sammi Shames.

Natalie Volpicelli receives encouragement from teacher
Adrienne Kralick.
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Home Sales

Copyright 2010 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

Address ..............................BR FB HB ... Postal City ... Sold Price ... Type ....... Lot AC ........................ Subdivision
1030 AZIZA CT .......................... 6 ... 8 ... 3 ......GREAT FALLS ... $2,800,000 .... Detached ..... 0.83 ........... PUTNAM FARM ESTATES
184 RIVER PARK DR .................. 5 ... 4 ... 1 ......GREAT FALLS ... $1,575,000 .... Detached ..... 1.76 ................. RIVERBEND KNOLLS
356 SPRINGVALE RD ................. 6 ... 6 ... 2 ......GREAT FALLS ... $1,500,000 .... Detached ..... 2.49 ........................ FIELDS ESTATES
900 FALLS MANORS CT ............ 6 ... 6 ... 1 ......GREAT FALLS ... $1,450,000 .... Detached ..... 1.49 ................................. FALLS RUN
11554 SENECA HILL CT ............ 5 ... 5 ... 2 ......GREAT FALLS ... $1,190,000 .... Detached ..... 0.83 ............... GREAT FALLS WOODS
11501 SENECA VIEW WAY ........ 4 ... 5 ... 2 ......GREAT FALLS ...... $899,000 .... Detached ..... 2.48 ............................ SENECA VIEW
301 CHESAPEAKE DR ................ 5 ... 3 ... 1 ......GREAT FALLS ...... $875,000 .... Detached ..... 0.96 ................... RIVERSIDE MANOR
812 HICKORY VALE LN .............. 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......GREAT FALLS ...... $777,000 .... Detached ..... 0.92 ........................ HICKORY CREEK
10631 RUNAWAY LN ................. 4 ... 3 ... 0 ......GREAT FALLS ...... $533,900 .... Detached ..... 1.04 ........................... FALLS MANOR
10908 LEEDS CT ........................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ......GREAT FALLS ...... $485,000 .... Detached ..... 0.23 ............... GREAT FALLS FOREST

January 2010

$2,800,000 ~ $485,000
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McLean’s Katie Hansan
(Langley High graduate) is a mem-
ber of the Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute (RPI) women’s basketball
team. Hansan, a sophomore
guard, has played in 23 games for
the Engineers this season. She has
six assists and three steals while
averaging 7.7 minutes per contest.
Hansan is part of an RPI squad
(17-10) which recently captured
the Liberty League title to earn a
berth at the NCAA Division 3
women’s basketball tournament
for the first time since 2001 and
just the second time in the
program’s history. The Engineers
were scheduled to meet the Uni-
versity of Southern Maine in a first
round NCAA tournament contest
on the campus of Amherst College
(Mass.)

Northern Virginia Senior
Softball (nvss.org) is seeking
players for both men’s (50-over)
and women’s (40-over) leagues.
Participants will enjoy the fun, fit-
ness and fellowship that’s a part
of slow pitch softball. Double-
header games will be played on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings
on Fairfax County fields. The
spring/summer season will run
from April 13 through Aug. 12.
NVSS fields 26 teams, organized
into three skill-level conferences.
Players are assigned to teams
based on their skill assessment
(not a try-out). NVSS runs an In-
door Conditioning Program
through April 8. The Esprit de
Corps Tournament is offered for
members who served in the mili-
tary. For more information on
NVSS, contact Dave at 703-524-
5576 or Paul at 703-323-7878.

The NOVA Youth Flag Foot-
ball League is currently conduct-
ing online registration for its Sev-
enth Annual NFL Youth Flag Foot-
ball Summer camps. Camp ses-
sions, open to children ages 6-12,
will be June 28-July 2, and Aug.
9-13, from 9 a.m.-12 noon. Camp-
ers can choose to attend one or
both sessions. For more detailed
information or to register, visit
novaflag.com.

The Madeira women’s
swim and dive team, coached
by Rod Montrie, competed at the
Virginia State Independent
Schools’ Championships
postseason event on Feb. 19-20 at
the George Mason University Free-
dom Aquatic Center in Manassas.
Madeira, which finished a strong
5-2 over the regular season, fin-
ished sixth overall at the state
meet. Madeira athletes qualified
for the finals in 11 of the 12 events.
Four Madeira girls were named to
the VSIS All-State team. Those
girls were Maddie Alagia, Ann

Griffin, Brittney Jansen and
Christa Ann Saunders.

Following are Madeira results
from the state meet: 200-yard med-
ley relay team of Christa Ann
Saunders, Ann Griffin, Brittney
Jansen, Maddie Alagia (third
place); Maddie Alagia (11th in 200-
IM); Brittney Jansen (sixth in 50 -
free, fifth in 100-free); Christa Ann
Saunders (third in 100-back, fifth
in 100-fly); Tessa Newland (sixth
in dive); Debbie Druckerman (13th
in dive); Grace Johnson (16th in
100-free); Maddie Alagia (third in
500-free); 200-free relay team of
Ann Griffin, Grace Johnson, Rachel
Tang, Megan Basel (12th place);
Ann Griffin (13th in 100-breast-
stroke); 400-freestyle relay team of
Brittney Jansen, Grace Johnson,
Maddie Alagia, Christa Ann
Saunders (sixth ).

The Langley High ice
hockey club finished its regular
season with an 8-1-1 record fol-
lowing an impressive 10-0 Senior
Night win over Loudoun County
High School on Feb. 12. With the
victory, Langley clinched the
Northern Virginia Scholastic
Hockey League (VSHL) North Di-
vision Conference title. Langley
has now won the division cham-
pionship three out of the last four
years. Langley celebrated the Se-
nior Night win with big games
from 12th graders Todd Hatfield
(3 goals), John Mensing (2 goals),
Will Derryberry (2 goals), Jon-
Marc Diner (2 goals) and John
Labelle (1 goal). Freshman Evan
Sterling also had a strong game
and scored a hat trick. Junior
goaltender Brendan Mullen was
awarded the ‘hard hat’ after the
game by his teammates as the
hardest working player of the
game. He made numerous spec-
tacular saves during the game to
preserve the shutout.

The Northern Virginia
Nereids Synchronized Swim-
ming Club will conduct its fifth
annual Introductory Clinic on Sat-
urday, March 20 at Audrey Moore
Recreation Center in Annandale.
Nereids coaches and athletes will
introduce girls ages 7 to 15 to the
graceful, powerful Olympic sport
of synchronized swimming.

Receive a “synchro” noseclip and
embroidered patch keepsake. For de-
tails, visit nvnsynchro.com or e-mail
tell_me_more@nvnsynchro.com.

Langley High graduate
Morgan Danner, a sophomore
member of the Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute (Troy, N.Y.)
women’s indoor track and field
team, was named a Women’s Track
and Field Performer of the Week
as a result of her strong showing
at the Liberty League champion-

Sports

ships. At the postseason meet,
Danner finished third or better in
all four events she competed in.
She won her second straight in-
door pole vault title with a height
of 3.05 meters and also claimed
victory in the long jump with a
distance of 5.22 meters. The
McLean resident also finished
third in the triple jump (10.22)
and helped the 4x200 relay team
to a second place finish. It was the
second Field Performer of the
Week honor for Danner, who was
also recognized with the same
award on Feb. 1.

Bennett Standiford of
Great Falls  is a starting
defenseman on the Trinity College

(Conn.) men’s lacrosse team this
spring. A senior defender and
three-year letterman, Standiford
was part of a 2008 Trinity team,
under coach Jim Finlay, that ad-
vanced to the New England Small
College Athletic Conference semi-
finals. In high school, Standiford
was a Langley High lacrosse starter
under coach Earl Brewer.

The Fairfax County Athletic
Council and the Develop-
ment of Community and Rec-
reation Services announced the
winners of the 2009 Champion of
Character Awards. Winners were
selected based on their contribu-
tions to youth sports in Fairfax
County and their service in pursu-

ing victory with honor. A coach,
parent and two athletes were cho-
sen from each magistrate district.
The awards were presented at a
ceremony last fall, Oct. 6, 2009,
at the Fairfax County Government
Center. Members of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors and
the Athletic Council presented the
awards.

The Dranesville District winners
were: Maggie Natal, Female Ath-
lete, Great Falls Little League Soft-
ball; Nick Fouty, Male Athlete,
Great Falls Lacrosse Association;
Mario Guillen, Coach, McLean
Youth Soccer; Jim Long, Coach,
Great Falls Lacrosse Association;
and Neal Falkenberry, Parent,
Great Falls Little League Softball.

One of the highlights for the Langley High boys’ varsity basketball team this past
season was winning the Liberty District tournament for the third straight year. The
finals win came over the Marshall Statesmen. From there, the Saxons went on to
compete at the Northern Region playoffs where they advanced all the way to the
championship game before losing to Chantilly. Langley’s season ended with a state
AAA playoff loss to Patrick Henry of Roanoke. The state playoff appearance was the

The Langley High girls’ freshmen basketball team went undefeated this past season
with a perfect 13-0 record. The Saxons are coached by Ken Savittiere.
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Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386

Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680
Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...

 703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577

Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

7:45 a.m Holy Eucharist Rite I, No Music
9:00 a.m. Family Service, Holy Eucharist Rite II

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come as You Are Contemporary

Service with Communion
The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

 The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH- Reston

Progressive & WelcomingbSt. LUKE A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

571-337-2022
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he wanted to study engineering.
He said it was not the allure of
adventure but rather the spirit of
service that had drawn his nephew
to the Air Force. “Because of his
faith and his upbringing, he
wanted to serve humanity and
make a contribution to the better-
ment of the world,” he said.

At home, he said, Farokhzad was
known to drive his grandmother
to doctor’s appointments, openly
aspiring to be her best grandson,
and also had helped the neighbors
with shoveling snow or other
chores. “He had a big heart,”
Farzad Ghassemi said. “That’s
what we all remember from him
— his smile and his big heart.”

He said the family was only sur-

Community Prays for
Ghassemi’s Recovery

Bobby Ghassemi’s sister, Bita, and mother, Marjan, thank
the crowd that gathered at Fairfax Hospital to pray for
the Langley senior’s recovery Sunday afternoon.

viving the ordeal because of sup-
port from friends, the community
and each other.

AT THE PRAYER SERVICE for
his other nephew on Sunday af-
ternoon, March 14 at Inova Fairfax
Hospital, Farzad Ghassemi told the
300 people or so who rotated in
and out, “We’ve been so blessed
with the love and kindness every-
body has shown us I don’t know
what to say. I’m speechless.”

“It warms my heart to see how
many people have loved and have
prayed for Bobby,” said Bobby
Ghassemi’s mother, Marjan. “I
didn’t know he was so popular.”
She noted that a Facebook page
set up to encourage her son’s re-
covery had received 1,900 visitors.
“Wow,” she said.

In addition to his family, Marjan
Ghassemi said, the “three muske-
teers” who were her son’s best
friends had visited the hospital
every night since the accident.

“He’s a really good friend,”
Darvish Goode, one of the trio,
said after the service.

“Nothing ever makes him said,”
Max Bress said, noting that Bobby
Ghassemi could always calm him
down when he overreacted.

The boys knew Ghassemi from
class and the football and soccer
teams. He had just made the var-
sity soccer team. “He tried out ev-
ery year for soccer until he made
it this year,” Bress said.

“Even though, during the foot-
ball season, he never played, he
still showed up for every practice,”
said Yussef Kaddissi. While others

had expressed doubts that he
would make the varsity football
team, Ghassemi had worked out
every day until he made the team
this year, Kaddissi said.

Ghassemi’s father, Parviz, said he
hoped some changes would come
from the accident, noting that
Great Falls was full of winding,
narrow roads and that the police
had stopped the boys for speed-
ing not long before the accident.

If it had been procedure to follow
young people after stopping them,
the crash could have been avoided
he said. Most of all, he asked that
the community pray for his son’s
recovery.

Bita Ghassemi gave the crowd
this update about her brother. “He
is stable,” she said. “He is very
young. He will be healing soon,
fast — as long as I don’t go in
there, apparently.”
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Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Lynn Kemmerer
Buyer Agent

Anne Morrow
Buyer Agent

McLean $999,000

Great Falls $1,725,000

Great Falls $750,000

Aldie $379,000

Leesburg $999,900

2 A
C
R
ES

Leesburg $925,000

2 A
C
R
ES

Great Falls $1,100,000 Reston $615,000 Great Falls $1,465,000

Great Falls $1,595,000

Great Falls $1,199,000

McLean $17,500,000 Great Falls $1,275,000

Great Falls $765,000Herndon $799,900

J
U
S
T

L
IS

T
E
D

J
U
S
T

L
IS

T
E
D

J
U
S
T

L
IS

T
E
D

11
 A

C
R
ES

J
U
S
T

L
IS

T
E
D

J
U
S
T

L
IS

T
E
D


